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PROVERBS xxii. 6, 


TRAIN UP A CHILD IN THE WAY HE 
SHOULD GO: AND WHEN HE IS OLD, HE 
WILL NOT DEPART FROM IT. 


DUCATION is one of the moſt im- 
4 portant ſubjects that can preſent it- 
ſelf to human enquiry. As an object of 
ſpeculative examination, it is of great 
conſequence ; and, in its practical appli- 
cation, it includes obligations, the extent 
and ſacredneſs of which no words can 
fufficiently deſcribe. It is not ſurprifing, 
therefore, that it ſhould have engaged the 
attention of men in all ages, and that 


perſons of the firſt ability in genius, 
B know- 


ti] 
knowledge, and learning, ſhould have 
made it the matter of their difcuſſion® 
Indeed, there was nothing that could 
more juſtly demand the exertions of their 
aſſiduity and zeal. To write upon it Was 
eminently worthy of the poet who could 
produce the Paradiſe Loſt ;” and of the 
philoſopher to whom theſe nations are fo ' 
unſpeakably indebted for his reſearches 
into the powers of the human mind, his 
defences of civil and religious liberty, and 
his critical illuſtrations of the Holy Scrip- 


tures *. 


of late years, education hath been the 
ſubject of particular enquiry in almoſt 
every country of Europe. The treatiſes 
concerning it, and the ſchemes propofed 
with regard to the mode of conducking it, 
have been uncommonly numerous; and 
have proceeded from the pens of writers 
diſtinguiſhed by their ingenuity and ta- 
lents. It is to be hoped that ſo many ef- 
forts have not been wholly unſucceſsful. 
Some good muſt undoubtedly have ariſen 
from 


* * Locke, 
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from the pains that have been taken to 
elucidate the matter, from the books that 

have been publiſhed, and from the plans 
which have been ſuggeſted or adopted, 
with a view of fortning the minds of the 
riſing generation to knowledge and vir- 
tue, to uſefulneſs and happineſs. 


In reſuming a topic which hath ſo often 
been diſcuſfed, both in the preſs and from 
the pulpit, I am fenfible that I appear 
before you with conſiderable diſadvantaye. 
I know that in the compaſs of time now 
allotted me, I cannot mention the whole; 
the half, the tenth part, of what might 
be advanced upon the ſubje&t : nor have I 
an expectation of amuſing you with no- 
velty of ſentiment. Nevertheleſs, I have 
not been diſcouraged from calling your 
attention to the buſineſs of education ; 
partly, becauſe I am convinced that a 
matter ſo important and intereſting 
ſhould frequently be renewed, in order 
to keep alive the impreſſion it ought ever 
to make upon our minds; and partly, 
becauſe it cannot be an improper intro- 
duction to what I wiſh to ſay with regard 
to the Academical Inſtitution which hath 
B 2 now 


4 ] 

now called us together. And if, on this 
occaſion, I can. excite a ſingle parent to 
feel more ſtrongly; and to practiſe more 
zealouſly his duty to his children; my la- 
bour will not be ill. employed. If, on 
this occaſion, I. can perform any ſervice 
to the ſpecific object in view, my heart 
will rebound with gratitude and joy. 


As to ſome particular queſtions and 
diſcuſſions that may juſtly ariſe from the 
particular nature of the deſign before us, 
and the character we ſuſtain as Proteſtant 
Diſſenters, they will of courſe be aſſumed 
by my worthy brethren, who, I truſt, will 
appear, in a long ſucceſſion, in recom- 
mendation of the Seminary intended to 
be ſpeedily erected in the vicinity of this 
great city: 


The text 1 have choſen naturally di- 
rects us to the method in which it ſhould 
be treated; ſince. it evidently leads us to 
conſider; ini the firſt place, Solomon's 
exhortation ;, and, ſecondly, the benefit 
which will reſult from reducing his ad- 
vice into practice. 


The 


F 
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The firſt point to be conſidered, is So⸗ 
lomon' s exhortation. And here a wide 
field offers itſelf, whether we advert to 
the ſubjects which education includes, or 
to the manner in which it ought to be 
conducted, The precept of the wiſe man 
may be regarded as comprehending both 
theſe objects. Train up a child in the way 
he ſhould go: point out to him the right 
road. Inform him of the diſpoſitions 
and virtues he ſhould poſſeſs, in the know- 
ledge he ſhould be endued with, and of 
the ends he ſhould purſue. Train up a 
child in the way he ſhould go: chooſe 
the methods that are the moſt hkely to 
lead him to, and to keep him in the path 
in which he ought to walk. Let your 
inſtructions be communicated and en- 
forced in ſuch a manner as ſhall have the 
happieſt tendency to make ſuitable im- 
preſſions upon his mind, to prevent his 
deviations, and to render him ſteadfaſt, 
active, and perſevering in the courſe he 
ſhould maintain. 


With reſpect to the firſt point to be 
conſidered, the ſubjects which education 


includes, theſe muſt be ſought for in the 
nature 
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nature and ſituation of man. We find 
ourſelves placed in this inferior globe ; 
and it is of the utmoſt importance to en- 
quire from what ſource our exiſtence 
ſprang, and for what purpoſes we are 
conſtituted the inhabitants of earth; 


 Whence came 1? By whoſe forming 


hand was it that I was originally faſhion- 
ed, and brought into being? Who gave 
me the capacities and powers which I feel 
myſelf to poſſeſs; ſent me into the world, 
and aſſigned me the part I am to act? 
The proper anſwers to theſe queſtions 
will lead us to the firſt and parent Being, 
from whom all other beings derived their 


- Exiſtence, perfection, and happineſs. 


Hence farther important enquiries will 
obviouſly ariſe. Wherefore was I made ? 


For what ends was I brought upon the 


earth; and what is my bufitieſs below ? 


To enter, at large, into the ſolution of 


theſe queſtions would catry us a great 
way : but, in general, we may obſerve, 
that we are placed here to do the will of 
our heavenly Father; and this will in- 
cludes in it our faithful and regular diſ- 
charge of the ſeveral duties intcumbent 
upon us, in the different characters and 

relations 


* 


17 


relations which we ſuſtain in liuman life, 
This will includes in it the reverence, 
gratitude, love, and obedience we ſhould 
maintain towards our Almighty Creator, 
Governor, and benefactor ; the benevo- 
lence, kindneſs, and charity we ſhould ex- 
erciſe towards our fellow beings ; the aſ- 
ſiduity with which we ought ta cultwate 
and practiſe every perſonal virtue; and 
the diligence and zeal with which we 
ſhould purſue our future and final feli- 
city. Indeed, it appears from all the in- 
ſtructions that are ſet before us, from the 
beſt dictates of reaſon, and eſpecially from 
the declarations and diſcoveries of reve- 
lation, that though we are in part deſign- 
ed for the preſent ſtate, and have great 
and important obligations belonging to it, 
which we are bound ſteadily and vigo- 
rouſly to diſcharge, yet we are principal- 
ly intended for another, for a better, for 
an eternal world. In fact, theſe two 
views are happily connected together. 
Whilſt we are practiſing the virtues and 
graces which religion preſcribes, we ſhall 
be found to act in the worthieſt manner 
as inhabitants of earth; and whilſt we are 

en- 
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endeavouring to behave well as members 
of human ſociety, we ſhall acquire a grow- 


ing preparation for a diviner ſociety in the 


realms above, 


Such being the purpoſes for which we 
are created, it will hence be eaſy to diſ- 


cern what are the objects to which educa- 


tion ſhould be directed. Its view is to 
train up children both for this life and 
for that which is to come. Now in at- 
taining theſe important ends, the founda- 
tion muſt be laid in early principles and 
habits. It is on a well · regulated diſcipline 
that every thing with regard to the form- 
ing the minds and manners of our off- 
ſpring depends. This, O! Ye fathers 
and mothers, is what calls for your ear- 
neſt attention and concern. Watch over 
the opening diſpoſitions of your progeny, 
and ſuffer no inclinations to be encou- 
raged but ſuch as are amiable and good. 
Obſerve, in your little ones, the progreſs 
of the paſſions, and make it an eſſential 
point to keep them in ſtrict regulation. 


But thig end cannot poſſibly be obtain- 
ed, unleſs it be inculcated as a fundamen- 


tal 


[9] 
tal principle, that children are to obey, 
without reſerve, the commands of their 
parents. On no other baſis can the ſtruc- 
ture of human virtue and human happi- 
neſs be built, and riſe up to perfection. 
The character takes its tone ſooner than 
perſons are often aware; and if a child, 
by its petulance, ill humour, or obſtina- 
cy, once triumphs over the poſitive in- 
junction of its father or mother, from 
that moment may its own miſery be ſeal- 
ed, and a ſource of eternal diſcomfort be 
opened to the authors of its exiſtence. 


A foundation having been laid in the 
habits of obedience, and the government 
of the temper, the other parts of educa- 
tion will be carried on with much greater 
facility and ſucceſs. And here a prime 
object will be to impreſs the minds of 
children with the fear of God. You will 

readily ſuppoſe that I do not here mean 
a {laviſh and ſervile dread of the Supreme 
being ; but ſuch a rational ſenſe of his 
authority, ſuch a filial reverence of his 
ſacred Majeſty, in connection with hopes 
of his favour, and confidence in his good- 


neſs, as ſhall produce an uniform and 
| C chearful 
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chearful obferyance of his precepts. This 


principle is juſtly repreſented, in Scrip- 


ture, as the beginning of wiſdom “; and 
it was from a conviction of the impor- 


tance of this principle, that St. Paul ex- 
horts parents to bring up their children 
in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord +. A regard to the great Creator 
and Governor, of the univerſe will be 
found the beſt preſervative from evil, and 
the beſt cheriſher of every excellent and 
becoming quality. Hence will follow 
that train of amiable virtues which 
adorned the early youth of our bleſſed 
Saviour, and made him advance in fa- 
vour with God and man $. Hence will 
be produced the delightful fruits of integ- 
rity, diligence, modeſty, humility, tem- 
perance, chaſtity, humanity, and bene- 
volence. The foundation of all theſe 
worthy diſpoſitions, and of the actions 
reſulting from them, fhould be laid in the 

fear of God ; and, at the ſame time, they 
ſhould be recommended by the other 


beau- 


* Prov. ix. 10. +' Epheſ. vi. 4, 
$ Luke ii. 52. 


I 


large. 


It is not, however, to piety and virtue 
only that education 1s confined, The 
impreſſions of a religious and moral tem- 
per muſt be accompanied with a cultiva- 


tion of the underſtandings of youth. Of 
Jeſus, we read, that he increaſed in wiſ- 
dom as he increaſed in ſtature*; and 
this, no doubt, was one of the circum- 
ſtances that made him grow up in favour 
with God and man. Without ſome de- 


gree of mental inſtruction, children will 


not be qualified to underſtand their duty ; 
and the more juſt and extenſive the in- 
ſtruction they receive is, the better will 
they be able to regulate their conduct. 
That the ſoul be without knowledge, 
ſays Solomon, it is not good. Know- 
ledge, in general, is a moſt deſirable at- 
tainment, and eſpecially, the knowledge 
of religion, which, in a certain degree, 
ought to be extended to all mankind. In 

-:- "nn 


Luke ii. 52. + Prov. Ixix. 2. 


beautiful, and affecting conſiderations 
from which they may be enforced, but 
upon which we cannot now ſtay to en- 
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this Chriſtian, this Proteſtant country, 
great are the means of information; and 
that no inhabitant of Britain ſhould be 
deprived of them, muſt be the wiſh of 
an enlightened judgment, and a benevo- 
lent heart. Every child, according to his 
years, capacity, and ſtation, ſnould be in- 
ſtructed in the principles and duties of 
natural religion, and in the còntents of 
the Saviour's revelation ; and every child, 


of Proteſtants at leaſt, ought to be made 


acquainted with the grounds of the refor- 
mation from popery. In the commu- 
nication of ' theſe things, care ſhould be 
taken to inſiſt upon the grand funda- 
mental and general points in which all 
upright” perſons do, or ought to agree. 
It can never be the part of a rational 
education to fill the heads of youth with 
abſtruſe, myſterious, and doubtful doc- 
trines ; to tincture their minds with pre- 
Judice ; and to inſpire their hearts with 
narrow, uncandid, and perſecuting ſen- 
timents. Thoſe truths alone ſhould be 


impreſſed upon the underſtandings of 


children, which are plain, practical, and 


dent 


1 13 } 
dent tendency ro make them good men, 


good citizens, and good ſubjects of the 
moral government of the-ſupreme Being. 


In what I have already ſaid, I have 
touched upon the things in which I 
could wiſh every native of this iſland to 
be inſtructed. I deteſt the principles of 
Mandeville and others, who would keep 
the inferior orders of people in a ſtate 
of almoſt abſolute ignorance. That 
proud ſcorn of the poor which ſome per- 
ſons diſcover,, and their endeavours to 
make the diſcrimination ' between them 
and the rich as diſtant, as ſevere, and 
as painful as poſſible, and to bow down . 
their underſtandings to the loweſt ſub- 
jection, I mult ever proteſt againſt, with 
earneſtneſs and zeal. - Are they not, in 
the grand objects which conſtitute hu- 
man nature, upon a level with thoſe who 
are above them in external rank? Are 
they not equal in the natural powers of 
their bodies and their minds? Are they 
not equally the ſubjects of the divine 
moral government, and equally intended 
for another exiſtence? Was not the 

| | goſpel 
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goſpel preached. to the poor?“ Yes, it 
was deſigned to make the poor in this 
world rich in faith, and heirs of the 
kingdom of God.+ Such being the noble 
purpoſes for which they are created, an 
education ſhould be given them anſwer- 
able to theſe purpoſes... They ſhould be 
able to reads the words of eternal life; 
and it is highly proper that they ſhould 


have ſuch a competent {kill in writing as 


may enable them to diſcharge their re- 
ſpective duties with fatisfattion and ad- 
vantage. If theſe things be taught them 
in a prudent manner, they will learn to 
behave better in their ſeveral ſtations, 
Many inſtances have occurred of poor 
perſons who have attained to no ſmall 
degree of knowledge, eſpecially religious 
knowledge, and yet have not only been 


humble, modeſt, and diligent, but the 


more ſo upon that account. Their ac- 
quaintance with the ſcriptures hath che- 
riſhed every virtue within them, has been 
the ſpring of their comfort and joy, and 
hath enabled them to ſuſtain the diſad- 


vantages 


No Matt. xi. 5. + James ii. 5. 


(oy TJ 
vantages of their ſituation, with reſig- 
nation and fortitude. Beſides, if in con- 
ſequence of good natural powers, a vi- 
gorous application of their talents, and 
the bleſſing of God on their endeavours, 
ſome of the children of the poor can ac- 
quire conſiderable mental attainments, 
and rife to a higher rank 1n ſociety, why 
ſhould this not be permitted? Why ſhould 
all the advantages of life be confined 
to the few men who happen to boaſt of 
honourable birth, or hereditary wealth ? 
Such ſentiments are particularly unwor- 
thy of this free country, where perſons 
who were originally in the loweſt ſta. 
tions, have ſometimes become the moſt 
_ enlightened, active, and uſeful citizens, 
and have conferred diſtinguiſhed honour 
on the name of Britain. | 


But while I am contending for this re- 
gard to all my fellow ſubjects, it will 
not be denied that education ought to be 


adapted to the different conditions ß 
mankind. The ſame virtues, indeed, 
ſhould be impreſſed on every breaſt, the 
ſame foundation be laid in the principles 
of religion. But with reſpect to thoſe 

who 
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ho are born to ſuperior rank, or whoſe 
circumſtances and ſituations afford them 
the opportunities and adyantages of riſ- 
ing to eminent degrees of knowledge, 
ſuch opportunities and advantages ſhould 
be diligently and aſſiduouſly improved. 
The inſtruction given to young perſons 
thus happily ſituated ſhould be accom- 
modated to the part they are intended to 
act in life. As they are likely to move in 
A higher ſphere, their minds. ſhould be 
trained to. more enlarged views of things, 
and their accompliſhments be propor- 
tioned to their expected appearance in 
ſociety. It is evident that this muſt be 
the caſe with regard to ſuch as are de- 
voted to the learned profeſſions. A variety 
of information in languages and ſcience 
is neceſſary to their being qualified for 
going through the world with credit and 
ſucceſs. Thoſe who are deſigned for the 
law, phyſic, or divinity, muſt undergo a 
long preparatory courſe of ſtudies, in 
order to their being fitted for their dif- 
ferent employments. Nor can any thing 
be more deſireable, than that gentlemen 
of original and independent fortunes 


ſhould poſſeſs a large fund of knowledge. 
This 


| + 
This; next to piety and virtue, will be 
found the beſt method of enabling them 
to ſupport their elevated ſtations with re- 
putation and dignity. It will be an ex- 
cellent preſervative from low pleaſures; 
will be a never failing ſource of rational 
and refined entertainment; and ſhould 
they be called out to active and honour- 
able offices in the ſervice of their country, 
it will then be ſeen how laudably they 
were engaged in ſtoring their youthful 
minds with the rich treaſures of ancient 
and modern wiſdom. - It muſt not be 
omitted, that young men who are in- 
tended for mercantile life, or for the 
higher and more extenſive branches of 
trade, may employ a few years to ſignal 
advantage in gaining an acquaintance 
with ſcience and literature fuperior to 
what may be obtained in the common 
ſchools. Here they will not only furniſh 
themſelves with a perpetual refuge againſt 
the allurements of diſſipation, folly, and 
vice, but be capacitated for appearing with 
credit, if they ſhould ariſe to important 
magiſtracies, or become members of the 
legiſlature. Several, I doubt not, who, 


by their ſucceſs in the world, have at- 
D | tained 


tained to theſe eminencies, have had caufe 


ta] 


to wiſh that they had been bleſſed with 
greater advantages for early knowledge. 


It will not be expected that I ſhould. 


point out the particular ſubjects which 


the education I am ſpeaking of in- 
cludes. This muſt be the conſideration of 
thoſe who inſtitute, and of thoſe. who 
direct ſeminaries for the inſtruction of 
youth. In general, however, 1t may be 
obſerved, that education ought to. be 
conducted on liberal principles, and 
pointed to great objects. A ſincere, fer- 
vent, and at the fame time, rational re- 
hgion ſhould be its aim; and the know- 
ledge inculcated ſhould be of the moſt 
important kind. It ſhould be a know- 
ledge which invigorates. the underſtand- 
ing, which inſpires noble and enlarged 
fentiments of liberty, and tends to form 
a manly character. It ſhould be a know- 
ledge that is calculated to render our 
young men enlightened, active, and uſe- 
ful citizens, who will ſuſtain an ho- 
nourable part in ſociety, behave with 
integrity and propriety in all the relations 
of life, and appear with credit as inha- 
bitants 


[ 10 ] 
bitants of this world, "and candidates for 
a better. 


1 cannot but remark, that great diſcre- 
tion is required in communicating in- 
ſtruction. The foundation, at leaſt for 
a certain period of time, ſhould be laid 
rather deep than wide. It may be reck- 
oned among the frequent errors of the 
preſent age, that too much is taught at 
once, the conſequence of which is, that 
ſcarcely any thing is well taught. A ſu- 
perficial acquaintance 1s, indeed, gained 
with a variety of objects; but it is with- 
out the acquiſition. of ſubſtantial learning, 
and a ſolid and vigorous underſtanding. 
A gradual opening is beſt ſuited to the 
nature df the human mind, the powers 
of which are weakened by being over- 
loaded. It is ſeldom that the early pro- 
digies af knowledge riſe to be very able 
men: nor will the exceptions of a Gro- 
tius, or of one or two more, invalidate 
the truth or the importance of our gene- 
ral obſervation, 


But theſe thoughts are inſenſibly lead- 
ing us to the ſecond thing that may be 
D 2 con- 
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TY 
conſidered as implied in the exhortation 
of the text; and that is, the manner in 
which the training up of youth ought to 
be conducted. 5 | . 

Here a CTY of queſtions may be 
ſtarted; the full diſcuſſion of which would 
carry us to a great length ; and, there- 
fore, a ſlight mention of ſome few of 
them muſt ſuffice at preſent. 


One queſtion is, Whether the ſtate 
ought to interfere in the buſineſs of edu- 
cation? This was done in ſeveral of the 


republics of antiquity, and eſpecially in 


that of Sparta, where its effects, with re- 


gard to the particular purpoſes of Lycur- 


gus, the legiſlator of that common- 
wealth, were peculiar and extraordinary. 
But whatever advantages might, in cer- 
tain caſes, be ſuppoſed to flow from the 
interpoſition of governments in directing 
the principles and, the modes in which 
children ſhould be educated, the experi- 
ment is, in general, too hazardous to be 
truſted in the hands of ſuch miſtaken and 
intereſted perſons as the rulers of public 


communities uſually are, It 1s a prero- 
gative 


1 a: ] 

gative that would be perverted to the ends 
of ſelfiſhneſs and ambition, and become 
the engine of injuſtice, oppreſſion, and 
F The interference of the legiſla- 

ure in the affair of education, even if 
conducted with ſome degree of caution 
and prudence, would be little adapted to 
the manners of modern times in moſt of 
the nations in Europe, and ſtill leſs ſuited 
to the ſituation of things in this free 
country. A grand, an inſuperable objec- 
tion to it is, that it would deprive parents 
of one of their deareſt rights; the right 
of directing the minds of their children, 
and providing for their happineſs in that 
way which they think beſt adapted to the 
purpoſe. I am ſure that the hearts of the 
fathers and mothers who hear me vibrate 
to this ſentiment, and. teſtify how cruel 
they would think it, to have their off- 
ſpring wreſted out of their hands, and 
committed to public teachers whoſe prin- 
ciples and views might be totally oppoſite 
to their own. Andyet, while I feel how 
ſevere and dangerous it would be for the 
ſtate ſo to interpoſe in the buſineſs of edu- 
cation as to rob the parent of the exer- 
ciſe of his own will in the n. 

18 
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his children, I am deeply ſenſible how in- 
ſufficient many fathers and mothers are 
to this great work,” I am deeply ſenſible 


that their ignorance, their folly, their 
weakneſs, and their wickedneſs are the 


ſources of innumerable ills to their pro- 


geny. So ſenſible I am of theſe things, 
that J regard it as one of the greateſt dif- 
ficulties in the adminiſtration of Divine 
Providence, that the early formation of 
beings who are capacitated and intended 
by the God of nature for knowledge, vir- 
tue, and immortality, ſhould be commit- 


ted to the direction of creatures who are 


often little qualified for aconcern of ſuch 
infinite moment. This view of the matter 
affords to parents the ſtrongeſt motive 
to be themſelves as enlightened, virtuous, 


and judicious as poſſible, that they may 


not ſtand chargeable with the 1gnorance, 
the iniquity, and the miſery of their 
offspring. 


Another queſtion, much agitated, with- 
out ever having been finally determined, 
is concerning the preference of a private 
or a public education. The general reſult 
of the enquiry ſeems to have been, that, 


ON 


122 } 

on the whole, a private education is more 
favourable to virtue; and a publie one 
to ſpirit, vigour, addreſs, and a fitneſs 
for buſtling in the world. Perhaps, 
there may be a certain medium which 
may promiſe to unite the advantages of 
both methods. A mixed education may 
poſſibly be the moſt deſerving of choice ; 
in which a ſeminary ſhall not be ſo large 
as to injure moral diſcipline, or ſo ſmall 
as to preclude the active exertions of the 
body and the mind. It ſhould ever be re- 
membered that virtue is the prime object; 
that the means moſt likely to produce it 
muſt ever be entitled to preference; and 
that where youth are formed to worthy 
diſpoſitions, the beſt foundation will be 
laid for their appearing in the world with 
reputation and uſefulneſs, 


A farther queſtion, of conſiderable im- 
portance, reſpects the degree of ſtrictneſs 
which ſhould be uſed in training up young 
perſons in the way they ſhould go. Iam 
a ſtrong advocate for every kind of rea- 
ſonable indulgence; and the preciſe, 
rigid, and moroſe manners of ſome pa- 
rents, I greatly diſlike. At the ſame time, 

many 
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many fathers and mothers have a weak 
fondneſs in gratifying alT the deſires, fol- 
lies, and hamours of their children, which 
is extremely injurious to their happineſs. 
As far as my obſervation hath reached, 
an education accompanied with a well-re- 


gulated ſtriftneſs, is uſually the moſt fa- 


vourable to a right moral character and 
behaviour. It is a gentle, but firm ſtrict- 
neſs of diſcipline which I mean, and not 
a harſhneſs of - temper. A ſourneſs of 
diſpoſition is only calculated to inſpire 
the minds of youth with an averſion to 
the inſtructions and precepts which are 
ſo ungractouſly enforced. 


There are parents who err as much on 


the other hand, by adopting an opinion, 
that they are never to correct or reſtrain 


their offspring, leſt it ſhould break their 


ſpirit. I know not an idea in education 
that 1s more falſe and fatal than this. Tt 
is not true that a rational and judicious 
reſtraint is hurtful to the proper ſpirit 
of young perſons. Thoſe children who 
are permitted to give way, without con- 
trol, to all their fancies and paſſions, 


grow wil$ and ungovernable. They be- 
come 


( 25 ] 
come hurtful to themſelves, and the mi- 
ſery of thoſe with whom they are con- 
nected, If virtues they have, their virtues 
are ſeldom ſtable; and their good qualities 
are uſually mixed with fo many vices as 
to deſtroy all true confiſtency and dignity 
of character. Solomon, in the chapter 
where the text lies, and in other places“, 
gives a ſanction to the diſcipline of which 
J am ſpeaking; and a ſacred writer of 
the New Teſtament obſerves, what ſon is 
he whom the father chaſteneth not? + 


But whether education be more or leſs 
ſtrict, one thing ought never to be for- 
gotten, that it ſhould be as ſpeedy as 
poſſible in forming the difpoſitions of 
piety and virtue, and in communicating 
the firſt principles of religious and prac- 
tical knowledge. 1 am not inſenſible of 
what hath been advanced by Roſſeau on 
the other ſide of the queſtion. But while 
I applaud the ingenuity and acuteneſs of 
many of his detached obſervations, T 
muſt declare againſt his general ſcheme as 
extremely abſurd. It 1s not enough to 


Prov. xxii. 15. xxiii. 13, 14. # Heb. xii. 7s 
Iſo.” ſay 
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ſay of it that it is abſurd, for it is highly 


dangerous. By leaving youth without 
early principles and habits, it tends, as 
they grow up, to make them too eaſy a 
prey to folly and vice. It is ſufficient 
here to ſay, that the futility of Roſſeau's 
plan hath been expoſed by ſeveral able 
writers, and by one in particular*, who, 
in two chapters, without ſpecifically re- 
ferring to him, hath cut up his ſyſtem by 
the roots, I earneſtly wiſh that the ſen- 
timents advanced in the chapters I refer 
to, were deeply * on the heart of 
every parent. 


It is an abominable error of great 
numbers, in the preſent age, that they 
regard nothing but external accompliſh- 
ments, while principles are forgotten. 
Hence we ſee ſuch a multitude of ſuper- 
ficial characters, who make a plauſible 
outward appearance, but have no ſoli- 

dity 


* See the eleventh and twelfth chapters of Dr. 
Prieſtley's Obſervations on Education. Never was any 
thing written upon the ſubject that is more important, 
or better calculated to be uſeful. Three Sermons of 
the late Dr. John Brown, in confutation of Roſſeau's 
ſcheme, are likewiſe entitled to great commendation. 


1 

dity within. The conſequence of young 
people's being educated in this manner is, 
that they are unable to reſiſt the tempta- 
tions they meet with, and are unfit for 
diſcharging the important duties of life. 
I cannot ſufficiently expreſs my concern 
and indignation at the folly and cruelty 
of many a father and mother, who are 
anxious to have their ſons and their 
daughters embelliſhed with every orna- 
ment, except thoſe ſubſtantial diſpoſiti- 

ons and virtues, which are, in truth, of 
all qualities, the moſt lovely and becom- 
ing, and which in the ſight of God are of 


great Price. 


When parents have right views of 
things, much judgment and delicacy are 
required in training up children in the 

way they ſhould go. Thoſe methods 
ſhould be adopted which are the moſt 
likely to produce and to recommend the 
attainment of knowledge and virtue. 
The happieſt forms of inſtruction ſhould 
be choſen, and young minds ſhould be 
led to ſee and to feel the heauty and ad- 

vantage that will ariſe from intellectual 


and moral endowments. 
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In making children attend to the paths 
of wiſdom and goodneſs, in engaging 
them to hear the inſtruction of their fa- 


thers, and to forſake not the law of their 


mothers * ; it is of the firſt conſequence, 
that their fathers and their mothers ſhould 
ſet them an example of what is amiable 
and excellent. What ſhall 1 ſay to thoſe 


parents who are only the patterns of vice 


and profligacy to their offspring? No 
language can ſtrongly enough expreſs the 
deformity of their temper, and the bar- 
barity of their conduct. They are a diſ- 
grace to the World: they are a curſe, in- 
ſtead of a bleſſing, to thoſe whom they 


have been the inſtruments of bringing 


into exiſtence. 


* 


But it is time that we ſhould come to 
the ſecond general head of our diſcourſe, 
which is, to conſider the benefit that will 
flow from reducing. the advice of Solo- 
mon into practice. Train up a child in 
the way he ſhould go: and when he is 
old, he will not depart from it. The 
expreſſion of the text muſt be regarded 

as 
Q 


* Proy. i. 8. 
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as deſcribing the tendency: rather than- 
the certain and abſolute effect of a good 
education. It is not true, in every caſe, 
that when a child is trained up in the 
way he ſhould go, he will not depart 
from it, on his arriving to years of ma- 
turity. There are too many inſtances to 
the contrary, as the hearts of ſeveral 
worthy and afflicted parents, from ſor- 
rowful experience, can witneſs. But the 
meaning of Solomon is, that to inſtruct 
children in the principles of knowledge 
and duty, is the proper method of en- 
gaging them to purſue the right path. 
It is the method naturally fitted to this 
end; the method by which the accom- 
pliſnment of it may be expected; and 
which, in the uſual courſe of things, 
will be attended with ſucceſs. This may 
be argued from the nature of early im- 
preſſions, and from the conſtitution of 
the human mind. We are the creatures 
of inſtruction, aſſociation, and habit; 
and according to the principles we im- 
bibe, and the tincture we receive, will 
be the ordinary tenor of our behaviour.” 
In fact, there is no method, beſides that of 

%% education, which can be ge- 
nerally 


(30: J. 
nerally and extenſively effectual in en- 
duing the underſtandings of youth with 
wiſdom; in inſpiring their hearts with 
devout, and pure, and | benevolent diſ—- 
poſitions ; and in prevailing upon them 
to anſwer the purpoſes of their exiſtence. 


With reſpect to the attainment of | 
knowledge, it is impoſſible that the train- 
ing up a child in the way he ſhould go, 
ſhould entirely fail of being ſucceſsful. 
If he be inſtructed in different branches 
of learning, whether divine or human, 
he cannot, ſo long as his rational powers 
are continued to him, revert back to ab- 
ſolute ignorance. He may ceaſe to make 
the improvements he had formerly done ; 
he may loſe a conſiderable part of the in- 
formation he had gained ; but * ſome 
will remain. 245 


With regard to practice, the effect of a 
pious and virtuous education is not alto- 
gether ſo certain. But if a young per- 
ſon, who has been early taught to re- 
member his Creator, ſhould fall into 
vice, he cannot fin ſo eaſily as others. 


Some remainders of holy impreſſions, it 
1s 


1 
is to be hoped}. will be found in him; 
and the good principles originally inſtilled 
into his mind, though now defaced, may 
break out, and recover their * at a 
future period. 


In reality, it is from education that 
what there is of knowledge and excel- 
lence in the world principally ariſes. Let 
us look around us, and take a ſurvey of 
thoſe who are moſt eminent for intellec- 
tual attainments ; who are diſtinguiſhed 
by their devotion, integrity, and benevo- 
lence ; who appear with honour as men, 
as members of ſociety, as Chriſtians; 
who are the ſupporters, of truth, righte- 
ouſneſs, and liberty; who are the lights 
and ornaments of the preſent world, and 
who will ſupply the next with new and il- 
luſtrious inhabitants; - they are the crea- 
tures of early diſcipline. It was becauſe 
they were trained up in the. way they 
ſhould go, that they ſhine in ſo noble 
and delightful a point of view. How 
beautiful is it to contemplate the influ- 
ence of a right education in many worthy 
families! To ſee the younger part of 
them growing up in every laudable qua- 

lity! 
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ty! to behold them devout, intelligent, 
modeſt, ſober, induſtrious, gentle, and 


benevolent! I am filled with pleaſure 
when I viſit ſuch families; filled with 


pleaſure when I obſerve that the elegant 
accompliſhments the children belonging 
to them are poſſeſſed of, are built on the 
ſolid baſis of fervent piety, and unaffected 
virtue. I congratulate the young perſons 
who reflect ſo much credit on the in- 
ſtructions they have received: I congra- 
tulate the parents on the happy effects of 
their care: and J rejoice in the benefits 
which poſterity will derive from charac- 
ters of this kind. 


It is a very reſpectable aſſembly which 1 
am now addreſſing. I am ſpeaking to 
many who are eminent for their know- 
ledge and their goodneſs, who ſuftain an 
honourable and uſeful part in the world, 
who are looking forwards, and who are 
prepared for glory and immortality. 


| Whence is it that you are endued with 


{ach advantages, and favoured with ſuch 
Hopes and proſpects? Is it not owing, 
under the divine direction and affiſtance, 
to your having had parents and inſtruc- 

tors, 


[ 330] 

tors, who watched over your tender years, 
who endeavoured to form you to wiſdom 
and holineſs, and who were anxious that 
you ſhould diſcharge the ends of your 
exiſtence. While you are thankful to 
God and to Them for benefits ſo invalu- 
able, be earneſtly ſolicitous to convey 
the ſame benefits to ſucceeding ages. Let 
the generations to come have cauſe, in 
this reſpect, to riſe up and call you 
bleſſed. 


What hath been ſaid might naturally 
introduce ſome obſervations on the ne- 
ceſſity of encouraging uſeful plans of 
education in general; but you will eaſily 
ſuppoſe that I ſhall only dire& your at- 
tention at preſent to the Academical In- 
ſtitution for which J have now the ho- 
nour as appearing as an advocate. The 
ſpecific defign of it has been ſtated in the 
papers which have been circulated among 
a number of our friends. It hath two ob- 
jects in view; the training up of young 
men for the work of the Chriſtian mi- 
niſtry, among that part of the Proteſtant 
Diſſenters with which we are more im- 
mediately connected; and the providing 

| F for 


Wa 1 * 

| for the inſtruction of youth who are in- 
tended for civil life. Both theſe objects, 
1 will venture to ſay, are of no ſmall 
moment. _ You will not expect that I 
ſhould enter at large into the reaſons 
which oblige many worthy perſons to 
diſſent from the eſtabliſhed church. Be- 
ſides a variety of particular objections 
which they have to its conſtitution, li- 
turgy, and diſcipline, they ſeparate from it 
on general principles, which they eſteem 
to be of the higheſt importance. They 
ſeparate from it, becauſe they are deſi- 
rous of maintaining, in the fulleſt extent, 
the exerciſe of the right of private judg- 
ment. They ſeparate from it, becauſe they 
muſt ever proteſt againſt the interference 
af human authority in matters of religion, 
and againſt the impoſition of articles of 
doctrine which are of mens deviſing, 
They ſeparate from it, becauſe they think 
themſelves bound to ſtand up for the ho- 
nour of Chriſt, as the Lord and Lawgiver 
in his own kingdom. They ſeparate from 
it. becauſe they believe that the worſhip 

of the one God and Father of mercies, 
in that way which is agrecable to his na- 
ture and ſupremacy, in that way which 
appears 
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Wk 
appears to be pointed out by the whole 
tenor of the Jewiſh and Chriſtian reve- 
lations, is an object of unſpeakable con- 


ſequence, and of indiſpenſable obliga- 
tion. 


Departing from the eſtabliſhment” off 
ſuch weighty conſiderations, the Difſen- 
ters I am ſpeaking of muſt regard it as 4 
matter of eſſential concern, to have mi- 
niſters among them who ſhall be able to 
conduct religious ſervices, and to impart 
religious inſtruction, in the manner which 
they deem moſt ſcriptural, rational, edify- 
ing, and uſeful; andif a ſufficient number 
be not likely to be trained up for this 
purpoſe, will be ſolicitous for a ſupply, 
adequate to the wants of the ſocieties 
that become vacant. This they appre- 
hend to be the caſe at preſent. Several 
valuable ſeminaries, from different cauſes, 
have ceaſed to exiſt; and there is now only 
one ſeminary 1 in England, to which many 
congregations can look up, with fall 
confidence, in a ſeaſon of difficulty. it 
hath, therefore, been thought highly uſe- 
ful to form a new-Academical Inſtitution, 
which ſhall compenſate for the loſſes that 

F 2 have 
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have been ſuſtained. I ſay, which ſhall 
compenſate for the loſſes that have been 
ſuſtained ; for with regard to the number 
of young men to be educated for the mi- 
niſtry, I do not extend my ideas beyond 
this point of view. It is not my wiſh, 
and I am ſure it cannot be the wiſh: of 
the ſupporters of the intended Academy, 
that more, ſtudents in divinity ſhould be 
brought up in it than will probably be 
wanted: and unleſs ſome aUdition be 
made to the preſent proviſion 1n this re- 
ſpeR, ſeveral ſocieties muſt fall into the 


hands of bigotry and enthuſiaſm *. 
| | The 


* In theſe words I have a view to Methodiſts, and 
illiterate lay-preachers, ſome of whom have already 
made inroads on ſeveral of our congregations in the 
country. It is not my intention to include any 


' ſeminary in which a regular courſe of education is 


purſued, The Academy at Homerton for inſtance, 
though its patrons may be more zealous for ſome par- 


ticular doctrines than accords with my ſentiments of 
things, I conſider as of no ſmall ſervice to the in- 


tęreſts of vital practical Chriſtianity, and to the ge- 
neral principles and cauſe of the Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenters. I know that it has produced many worthy 
and uſeful miniſters of the Goſpel; and I have no 
doubt of its continuing to do ſo, under its preſeny 


able direction. 
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The difficulties to which Diſſenting 
Miniſters are expoſed have been object - 
ed to the ſcheme now carrying into ex- 
ecution. If the objection were new, 
and peculiar to the object before us, it 
might deſerve a full conſideration; but 
it hath ſubſiſted ever ſince non-confor- 
mity itſelf hath ſubſiſted. There is no 
one who feels more ſtrongly, or laments 
more ſincerely, the diſcouragements and 
trials to which many of my brethren are 
ſubject. But hardſhips may well be en- 
dured in the ſupport of a noble cauſe; in 
the ſupport of Chriſtian truth and liberty; 
in the ſupport of the unadulterated wor- 
ſhip of our heavenly Father. If in this 
life only we have hope, I will not ſay, 
that we are of all men the moſt miſerable; 
but this I muſt ſay, that we are, in ge- 
neral, acting a very fooliſh part. It will 
not, however, be found folly, but a mark 
of the higheſt wiſdom, to ſacrifice tem- 
poral advantages and proſpects to the 
_ dictates of conſcience, to the ſervice of the 
church of Chriſt, and to the views of 
immortality. So long as our work is 
with the Lord, and our reward with our 

God, having food and raiment, we may 
8 therewith 
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therewith be content; and Diſſenting Mi- 
niſters have not wanted food and rai- 
ment, excepting in very peculiar and ex- 
traordinary circumſtances. I might ob- 
ſerve, that ſuch of mybrethren as are moſt 
ſcantily provided for have often much 
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placed in comfortable fituations ; and that 
others have attained to advantages equal, 
if not ſuperior, to what they might have 
derived from ſuch different employments 
as their birth and families were likely to 
have adminiſtered. Perhaps, I might 
add, that difficulties which would not x 
otherwiſe have occurred, have ſometimes 
ariſen from imprudent connections in early 
life, nd from a want of vigour in exert- 
ing thoſe abilities, and improving thoſe 
opportunities, which providence hath be- 
ſtowed. lt is not from any ſatirical diſ- 
poſition that I have made this remark, 
but to introduce a ſentiment that hath al- 
ways appeared to me of great importance; 
which is, that our miniſters ſhould avail 
themſelves, as much as poſſible, of the ta- 
lents 


| | conſolation and enjoyment in the reſpect 
and affection of their congregations, in 
he 4 the eſteem of their neighbours. and the 

N 1 kindneſs of their friends; that others are 
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lents they are endowed with, to render 
their ſubſiſtence more eaſy and chearful. 
What I particularly mean is, that they 
ſhould: engage in ſchemes of education. 
It is with ſingular fatisfaCtion that I ob- 
ſerve my ingenious and worthy brethren 
_ adopting more and more this method of 
conduct. Thereby they become not only 
more happy. and independent in their 
dwn circumftances, but are doing emi- 
nent ſervice to the world. They are pro- 
moting the great intereſts of truth and 
virtue, of civil and religious liberty. © 


But that our miniſters may be able to 
purſue this plan with reputation and ſuc- 
cefs, as well as that, in their ſacred pro- 
feſſion, they may be workmen who need 
not to be aſhamed, it is neceſſary that the 
ſeminaries in which they are brought up 
ſhould be formed on liberal principles, 
and take in a large compaſs of ſcience 
and literature. The contempt of any part 
of learning is always the reſult of igno- 
rance, with reſpect to the object at leaſt 
which is affected to be deſpiſed. There 
is no branch of knowledge but what hatn 
its excellencies and its uſes, which the 

divine 
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divine may lay hold of, to become better 
qualified for his ſtation, and to diſcharge 
his duty with ſuperior advantage. I hope 
that the Diſſenting clergy will always be 
able to maintain their due proportion 
and rank among the learned of the 
times. I hope they will always be ca- 
pable of appearing with honour in the 
iluſtration of the ſacred ſcriptures, in 
the defence of the Chriſtian religion, and 
in other objects of important inveſtiga- 
tion. Thoſe, who have gone before us, 
have obtained, in theſe reſpects, a juſt 
reputation; living names might be men- 
tioned; and I am perſuaded that this 
glory will not periſh in our hands, but 
piouſly be tranſmitted to our ſueceſſors. 
The new Academical Inſtitution will, I 
truſt, ſhare with others in the honour 
of training up young men for the mi- 
niſtry, who ſhall unite devotion with 
knowledge, and ſeriouſneſs with litera- 


ture. 


V 


But it behoves me to advert a little to 
the other part of the deſign before us, 
which is the providing for the inſtruc- 


tion of our youth who are. intended for 
civil 


(45 
civil life. This is a matter of very pecu- 
liar importance. While we believe that 
our diſſent from the eſtabliſhed church is 
grounded on the moſt weighty reaſons ; 
while we are convinced that our cauſe is 
intimately connected with, and highly 
ſubſervient to the intereſts of truth and 
piety, of civil and religious liberty, we 
muſt be ſolicitous for its continuance and 
ſupport in the world. Now this object 
can only be obtained by ſuch an educa- 
tion of our children as ſhall lead them 
to a full acquaintance with, -and a ſteady 
adherence to thoſe principles which we 
regard as ſo momentous. In aſſuming 
this liberty, every parent doth no more 
than maintain that right with which 
God hath inveſted him of forming the 
beſt judgment he is able concerning the 
inſtruction which ought to be given to 
his offspring. At the ſame time, a well 
informed parent will be careful to exer- 
ciſe his authority with wiſdom and can- 
dour. He will guard againſt bigotry and 
narrownels of mind; and while he faith- 
fully and affectionately points out to the 
young people of his family the views of 
things which his own underſtanding and 

G conſcience 
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conſcience approve, he will allow fres 
ſcope to their enquiries, and leave them 


to act for themſelves when they arrive at 
years of diſcretion. 


However ſolicitous the opulent among 
the diſſenters may be for the liberal edu- 
cation of their children, there is not, at 
preſent, that extenſive proviſion for it 
which the exigency of the caſe demands; 
and hence the youth among us are fre- 
quently ſent to places againſt which, ac- 
cording to our principles, there muſt be 
very important and unanſwerable objec- 
tions. To provide a full remedy for this 
evil is one grand aim of the new Acade- 
mical Inſtitution ; and having been begun 
at a period when the minds of men are en- 
larged, when uſeful knowledge and ſcience 
are cultivated; and when no reſtraint is laid 
on the exertion of the human faculties, 
the plan of 1t may be adapted to the ſpirit 
and improvements of the times. This 
may be done in perfect conſiſtency with 
the moſt ſacred regard to ancient and 
claſſic literature; which is meant to be 
conſidered as a fundamental object. 


In 


a F 

In all great undertakings oppoſitian 
1s to be expected; the only effect of 
which ſhould be to awaken ardour, and 
to invigorate perſeverance and diligence. 
As to the reflections which bigotry may 
dictate, it is beſt to let them paſs over in 
filence. An anſwer to thoſe who are ha- 
bituated to throw out names which they 
deem to be reproachful, would not be 
productive of reformation *, 
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With reſpe& to one term of reproach ſometimeg 
caſt upon thoſe who are called rational Chriſtians, 
and which is that of ' Deiſts,” it may not be uſe- 
leſs to inſert a note from my Life of Sir John 
Pringle, in anſwer to language of the ſame kind, 
thrown out by a celebrated author. The note is as 
follows: 

„A late writer, whoſe chief praiſe ariſes from the 
elegance and vivacity of his compoſition, hath treated 
the rational Chriſtians with great contempt and ſeve- 
rity, and, 1 may add, with the higheſt degree of in- 
juſtice, (Diſquiſitions on ſeveral Subjects, p. 101.— 
118.) He charges them with pretending to be 
Chriſtians, without believing z a charge which I have 
no heſitation in aſſerting to be abſolutely contrary to 
truth. To accuſe them, as he does, of want of fin. 
cerity, and to put them on a level with the Deiſts, 
can only proceed from the groſſeſt ignorance, or from 
worſe motives; which I would not willingly impute 


to any gentleman of character. There are none HU 
| are 
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The difficulties of worthy men, and 
who concur with us in general principles, 
are 


* 


are more firmly perſuaded of the truth of the goſpel, 
none who are more clearly convinced of its divine ori- 
ginal, none who are more entirely fatisfied with the 
weight and variety of its evidence, none who more 
ſincerely rejoice in its invaluable contents, than ra- 
tional Chriſtians, To men of this charaQter the 
world is indebted for the fulleſt and ableſt vindications 
of the Old and New Teſtament, againſt the attacks 
of Infidelity, From the men of this character have 
proceeded thoſe works in ſupport of Natural and Re- 
vealed Religion, which will ſtand the teſt of ages, and 
againſt which the efforts of Scepticiſm will be directed 
in vain. Locke and Clarke, Hoadly and Sykes, 
Butler and Jortin, Chandler and Foſter, Leland and 
Lardner, Abernethy and Duchal, together with va- 
rious other names that might be mentioned, were all 
of them rational Chriſtians, I preſume that few of 
the able defenders of Revelation, which this country 
bas produced, would have choſen to be called ir- 
rational Chriſtians. It is unfortunate for ſuch an 
irrational Chriſtian as the Author of the Diſquiſitions, 
that his mode of writing hath occaſioned many per- 
ſons, who are ſtrangers to his character, to imagine 
that he is an infidel in diſguiſe, and that his deſign. 
is to expoſe our holy religion to contempt, For my 


own part, I have no doubt of the ſincerity of his 


belief, and of the good intentions of his publications ; 
but I think, at the ſame time, that the manner in 
which theſe intentions have been diſplayed, is remark- 
ably injudicious, With regard to rational Chriſtians, 
if 


[ 45 ] 


are entitled to attention and reſpect. _ 
There is no point that has made a ſtron- 


ger 


if there be ſome doctrines, that have commonly been 
received, to which they do not give their aſſent, this 
doth not ariſe from the pride of human reaſon, but 
from their firm perſuaſion, that ſuch doctrines are not 
to be found in the Scriptures. The Writer of the pre- 
ſent Note can ſincerely aſſert, that this is his own caſe. 
Being entirely convinced of the truth of Revelation, 
after a full, and, he truſts, a fair inveſtigation of the 
matter, the ſole object of his enquiry is, What does 
the Bible contain? what are the real dictates and de- 
clarations of our Lord and his apoſtles? Thoſe 
rational Chriſtians, who are ſuppoſed to depart the 
moſt from the ſtandards of faith generally eſtabliſhed, 
uniformly agree in maintaining a high ſenſe of the in- 
valuable bleſſings derived from the Goſpel. They are 
ſatisfied that theſe bleſſings were beſtowed in a ſuper- 
natural manner, by the God and Father of Mercies ; 
that Jeſus Chriſt is the diſpenſer of them; and that 
they conſiſt of knowledge, pardon, purity, and ever- 
laſting happineſs, They believe that eternal life is not 
only revealed by our Saviour, but abſolutely aſcertain- 
ed by his death and reſurrection. This is a point the 
importance of which no words can expreſs, With 
what juſtice, then, can any one degrade into the rank 
of Deiſts, the men who are fully perſuaded, that 
© the gift of God is eternal life, through Jeſus Chriſt 
© our Lord?“ Every man, who knows the world, 
muſt be ſenſible, that the far greater part of thoſe 
who diſcard Revealed Religion, have little or no ex- 

pectation of a future ſtate, But there is not a ſingle 
| perſon 


— 


1 

ger impreſſion than the hazard of fixing 
the inſtitution in the vicinity of the me- 
tropolis. But ſurely this matter would 
have been leſs urged if it had been more 
maturely conſidered. Academies in the 
neighbourhood of London have ſubſiſted 
among the Diſſenters of different deno- 
minations, from ſoon after the revolu- 
tion. They have ſubſiſted with a moral 
reputation, equal to that of thoſe ſemi- 
naries which have been eſtabliſhed in the 
country. They have alike been pro- 
ductive of upright, faithful, ſerious mi- 
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rſon, among ſuch as are called Rational Chriſtians, 
who will not ſay, with the warmeſt gratitude, © This 
$ is the record, that God hath giyen to us eternal life, 
* and this life is in his Son.“ 


< It is an obſervation of great moment, and which, 
therefore, deſerves to be attended to, that the believers 
in Chriſtianity do not differ ſo much in their ſenti- 
ments concerning the nature and value of the bleflings 
derived from the Goſpel, as with reſpect to ſome 
other queſtions, They are all agreed, that, when 
mankind were ignorant and guilty, corrupt and liable 
to a ſentence of eternal death, the Saviour appeared, to 
communicate ſpiritual inſtruchon, to beſtow upon 

them the forgiveneſs of fin, to purify their hearts and 
regulate their conduct, and to raiſe them up to ever- 
laſting felicity and glory. Of the unſpeakable excel- 
| lence 
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niſters, and of worthy characters. The 
principal academy belonging to our con- 
gregational Brethren, as hath always been 

the caſe, is ſtill upheld without reproach, 
in the vicinity of this great city. Why, 
then, this alarm, as if ſome new and 
ſtrange event were going to happen? 
There is no ſituation that is without its 
temptations, and its peculiar temptations, 
Theſe therefore ſhould be diligently 
guarded againſt; and much may be done 
by the rules of a collegiate life, and by the 


exerciſe of a prudent and vigilant diſcipline. 
The 


lence, and inimenſe greatneſs, of theſe benefits, 
Chriſtians are alike ſenſible, and alike aſcribe them to 
the Revelation of Jefus, however they may vary in 
their opinions concerning the cauſes, or the effects of 
the cauſes, -which brought men into their wretched 
condition ; and whatever ideas they may have formed 
concerning the dignity of the Perſon by whom the 
bleſſings of the Goſpel are conveyed, and the peculiar 
operation of his ſufferings. Were it therefore, ever 
ſo certain, that the rational Chriſtians are miſtaken in 
their ſentiments, the charge brought againſt them by 
the Writer of the Diſquiſitions, would ſtill be equally 
uncandid and ill-founded. He is not the only Author 
who has preferred againſt them the ſame accuſation. 
Others have repreſented them as being no better than 
Deiſts : but ſuch manifeſt ignorance, bigotry, and 
injuſtice, ought long ago to have been baniſhed from 
this kingdom.“ 
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The objection, if purſued to its extent, 
would go a great way farther than the 
makers of it perceive. It would tend to 
deſtroy all the ſchools in the neighbour- 
hood of the metropolis. It would pre- 
clude young men's being brought to 
London as viſiters ; and would eſpeci- 
ally prevent their being fixed there as ap- 
prentices, as clerks in public offices, as 


preparing for mercantile and other pro- 


feſſions, and as ſtudents in the Inns of 


Court. Here, where they are under little 


or no reſtraint, it is that the ſeaſon of 
danger will uſually commence, and not 
chiefly in the period of Academical Edu- 
cation: and it'is of the utmoſt conſe- 


quence to provide againſt this danger, by 


forming the minds of our youth to the 
principles and habits of knowledge, piety, 
and virtue. 


As to another objection, ariſing from 
the mixture of ſtudents in theology with 
gentlemen of the laity ;* I ſhall content 
| myſelf 


The objection, it is preſumed, goes upon the 
ſuppoſition that the lay ſtudents will injure the mo- 


rals and manners of thoſe who are intended for di- 
vinity, 
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myſelf with obſerving, that conſiderable 


advantages, on both ſides, may ariſe from 
H the 


vinity, and not that the latter will corrupt the for- 
mer. But I apprehend that, under proper ma- 
nagement, the uniting of them together may be ſer- 
viceable on both ſides; and it would be eaſy to point 
out in what reſpects, were this a place for large 
diſcuſſions. The opinion of Dr. Doddridge has been 
mentioned on the preſent occaſion. But if the Docs 
tor's opinion againſt the mixture of lay and divini 
pupils was any more than an occaſional ſentiment, 
thrown out at ſome ſeaſon of peculiar embarraſſment, 
bis practice did not accord with it; for he took young 
gentlemen of fortune into his houſe to the end of his 
life. During a period of nearly five years, ia which 
I had the happineſs of being under his tuition, and 
at a time when his academy was in a very flouriſhing 
ſtate, I do not recolle& that any of the theological 
ſtudents were corrupted by the others. Of the lay- 
pupils who were at Northampton, while I reſided 
there, one contracted an imprudent marriage, and 
another was guilty of immoral conduct. Each of 
them, of courſe, quitted the academy, Both of them 
have now been dead ſo great a number of years, that 
their names are probably forgotten in the places 
where they lived. The reſt of the young lay gen» 
tlemen, with whom 1 was acquainted, were irre- 
proachable in their moral behaviour, but not aſſidu- 
ous in their ſtudies. An attention ſufficiently ſtrict 
was not paid to them in this reſpect; for the ſoft and 
flexible benevolence of Dr. Doddridge's temper did 
not qualify him for being a rigid diſeiplinarian. I 
| mean 


1 5 
the conhection; that ſuch a conneèction 
takes place in every public ſeminary in 
Europe and America; that it ſubſiſts, 
with advantage at Daventry; and that at 
Warrington, where candidates for the 
miniſtry were much inferior in number 
to the reſt of the pupils, none have ſuſ- 
tained worthier characters, or have ap- 
peared in the world with a more juſt repu- 
tation and eſteem, „ 


There is no great and good deſign that 
may not be embarraſſed with doubts and 
heſitations. 


mean no reflection on that excellent man, for whoſe 
memory I have a reverence and affection which words 
cannot expreſs. He was one of the beſt characters 
that ever exiſted. To his pupils in general he be- 
haved as a father: to myſelf he did ſo in a particular 
manner; for, during the latter years of my reſidence 
with him, 1 was diſtinguiſhed by his favour above 
the reſt of my fellow ſtudents; and this, when he 
fully knew that I aſſerted my own right of judging 
upon theological ſubjects. Bigbtry. had no place in 
His heart, and his generous and liberal mind would 
have ſcorned to throw cold water on any honourable 
and virtuous deſign. I ſhall eſteem it no ſmall fe- 
licity of my life, if Providence ſhould ſpare me to re- 
cord his eminent abilities and tranſcendent worth, 
and to teſtify my gratitude and regard to him, in the 
Biographia Britannica, 
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heſitations. If we are never to puſh into 
action, till the perplexities of ſpeculative 
and timid men are entirely removed, no- 
thing valuable can be attempted. I come 
forward with full confidence in the wiſ- 
dom and utility of the new Inſtitution; 
and having ſuch an opinion concerning it, 
I am juſtified in pleading for it with all 
the zeal and ability of which I am ca- 
pable. The gentlemen who entertain the 
ſame ſentiments concerning it, will be 
juſtified in giving it the warmeſt. patro- 
nage. They will be more than juſtified; 
they will be entitled to honour and ap- 
plauſe. What ſucceſs may attend their 
endeavours they cannot ſay: the event 
they chearfully commit into the hands of 
divine providence. Perhaps, from ſmall 
beginnings greater effects may ariſe than 
are at preſent imagined. Some good, they 
truſt, cannot well avoid reſulting from the 
execution of their deſign; and, at any 
rate, they will have the conſcious ſatis- 
faction of having ſincerely attempted to 
promote the nobleſt intereſts of mankind, 
and the temporal and eternal happineſs of 
the riſing generation. 


Whatever 
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Whatever may be the iſſue with regard 
to the ſcheme now undertaken for the ho- 
nour of God and the welfare of our fel- 
low creatures; whatever may be the ſtate 
of things among Proteſtant Diſſenters; 
this is our conſolation, that the univerſe 
is under the direction of ſupreme wiſdom 


and benevolence, and that, under his di- 


rection, the cauſe of truth, Chriſtianity, 
and freedom cannot finally periſn. Per- 
haps it may revive even in our hands: 
but ſhould that not be the caſe, it will 
riſe with new luſtre among other bodies 
of men, and in other forms of ſociety. 
The ſpirit of 'enquiry is gone forth; the 
human faculties are in motion ; the good 
ſeed hath been ſown; and though, for a 
time, it may be trodden down and depreſſ- 
ed, it will break through all obſtructions, 
and ſpring up to a glorious harveſt. With 
ſuch a proſpect before us, we may reſt ſa- 
tisfied and happy; rejoicing if God ſhall, 
in any meaſure, make us the inſtruments 
of ſervice to the church and the world; 
and being perſuaded, ſhould that honour 
be denied us, that our humble endeavours 
to be uſeful will not be forgotten in the 
great day of retribution. Amen, 
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London, January 13, 1786. 
\ T a reſpectable Meeting of à number of PRxo- 
\.. TESTANT D1sSsENTERs, held by adjournment, 
to conſider their particular ſituation regard to Se- 
minaries for the education of their Miniſters and Youth 
on liberal principles, THomas\'RogGzrs, Eſq.” was 
called to the Chair; and the proceedings of a fortief 
Meeting of December 13th having been read, as well 
as thoſe of the CoMMITTEE then appointed to make 
application to Mr. Coward's Truſtees concerning the 
revival df the Hoxton Academy, the following Reſo- 
lutions were agreed to. | 


I. ResoLvED UNANIMOUSLY, That the declaration 
made on the part of Mr, Cowatd's "Truſtees con- 
tains no ſatisfattory information reſpecting the re- 
vival of the Hoxton Academy on its late plan ; 
and does not, render unneceſſary the vigorous ex- 
ertions of others for the immediate eſtabliſhment of 


a ſimilar Inftitution. 


II. Res0LVED. UNANIMOUSLY, That it is of the 
greateſt importance to the PROTESTAuT Dis- 
BENTERS, that proper Seminaries ſhould be eſta- 
bliſhed, on liberal principles, for the education of 
their Minifters, 

III. Resotverd UNANIMOUSLY, That the diſſolution 
of the Academies at Hoxton, Warrington, and 
Exeter, renders the moſt ſerious and general at- 
tention to this important ſubje& immediately ne+ 
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178 | 
eeſſary: the Academy at Daventry alone, though 
highly reſpectable and uſeful, being inadequate to 
the exigencies of our preſent ſituation. 
V. REsoLveD UNAnimousLY, That, in theſe cir- 
cumſtances, we eſteem it our duty to attempt, 
without delay, the eſtabliſhment of an Acapemi- 
AL INgTITUT10N, in or near the Metropolis, for 
«© the education of Miniſters. >  - © -- 
V. ResoLved unanimovsLy, That it will be right 
1o to form the propofed Inſtitution, that Young 
Men, not intended for the Miniſtry, may be ad- 
miſſible thereto, under proper reſtrictions and re- 
gulations. 


VI. Res0LvED- UNANIMOUSLY, That Mr. Coward's 


Truſt has been of very great uſe to the Diſſenting 
Antereſt: ard that, by theſe reſolutions, we only 
amean to pitmote' a common Cauſe, in the ſupport 
ef which Mr. Coward's Truſtees and ourſelves are 
„ egqually intereſted . | | 
VII. Resorver unanimousLY, That the Chairman 
e be 1 to tranſmit a copy of theſe Reſolutions 
to Mr. Coward's Truſtees, that they may be ac- 
Auainted with the real intentions of this Meeting. 
VIII. REsoI VE UNANIMOUSLY, That the Chairman 

be deſired to tranſmit a copy of theſe Reſolutions 
to the Truſtees of the late Warrington and Exeter 
Academies; and to requeſt their concurrence in 

favour of the object of them. | 


IX. [Rx$80LVED/UNANIMOUSLY, That the thanks of 
this meeting be given to the Committee for their 


| 22 :10anlutt in the application to Mr. Coward's 


Truſtees. 1 | 
X. Re8oLveD UNANIMOUSLY, That the | preſent 
Committee, conſiſting of the following nine Gen- 
- - tlemen, viz. Thomas Rogers, Rev. Dr. Price, 
: Rev. Hugh Worthington, Matthew Towpood. 
Michael Dodſon, Samuel Heywood, Benjamin 
Vaughan, Philip Slater, and John Wanſcy, be 
continued: and that the following ſix Gentlemen, 
Viz. Rey, Dr. Kippis, Rev. Dr. Rees, Adam gel- 


licoe, 
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licoe, William Newman, Samuel Shore, jun. and 
Thomas Rickards, be added to it: and that any 
Seven of them have power to act. | t 


XI. REs0LvED UNANIMOUSLY, That, the ſubject of 
theſe Reſolutions being of a nature equally affec- 
ting the PROTESTANT DISSENTERS in every part 
of the kingdom, the Committee be inſtructed to 
requeſt the concurrence and ſupport of the friends 
to ſuch an inſtitution, and be deſired to take mea- 
ſures preparatory to another GENERAL MEETING 

and the choice of a GENERAL COMMITTEE, _ 


XII. ResoLvED UNANIMOUSLY, That the thanks of 
this Meeting be- given. to the Chairman for his. 
zealous and impartial conduct. 


(Signed) 
THOMAS ROGERS. 


: 
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HE Reſolutions, a copy of which we now ſend 
1 you, will inform you of an undertaking, in which 
a conſiderable number of Diſſenting Miniſters and Lay- 
men have engaged. Deeply impreſſed by a conviction 
of the importance of a liberal plan of education, they 
think nothing ſo neceſſary to the proſperity of the inter- 
eſt, to which, as Proteſtant Diſſenters, they are at- 
tached, as proper Inſtitutions for the education of their 
\ Youth ; and more eſpecially for preſerving a ſucceſſion 
of able Miniſters, by communicating to candidates for 
the Miniſtry ſuch inſtructions, and ſubjecting them to 
ſuch diſcipline, as ſhall beſt aſſiſt them in judging for 
themſelves, improve them in valuable knowledge, guard 
them againſt bigotry and party prejudices, and at the 
ſame time form their characters to a rational piety and 
zeal ; and thus qualify them for doing honour to their 
profeſſion, and for conducting the ſervices of religion 
among us with credit and ſucceſs. | 

After 


7, 

After enjoying the benefit of ſuch Inſtitutions, 
formerly at WES under Mr. Grove and Dr. Amory; 
at Bridgwater, under Mr. Moore; at Findetn, near 

Derb „ under Dr. Latham; and at Kendall, under 
125 otheram; and lately at Warrington, Exeter, and 

oxton; we now ſee ourſelves reduced to the fingle 
Academical Inftitution at Daventry, in Northampton- 
ſhire, ſupported by the late Mr. Coward's Truſt. We 
think highly of this Inſtitution ; we Teſpe& the Tutor 
at the head of it; and we with it all. poſſible ſucceſs. 
But it is by no means adequate to all our exigencies,” 
nor does it anſwer all our views. In confequence of its 
diſtance, that part of the Body of Diſſenters with which 
we are connected, which is fituated in and near London, 
and in the proſperity of which the General Cauſe is 
materially concerned, is ſubject to many diſcourage- 
ments. And we think it neceſſary to obſerve, that 
whatever inconveniences may be apprehended from 
eſtabliſhing the propoſed Inſtitution in the vicinity of 
London, the experience of ſimilar Inſtitutions gives juſt 
reaſon to expect, that ſuch inconveniences may, with 

roper attention, be avoided or counterbalanced. The 
arodotle is the centre to which all orders of men na- 
turally direct their attention. It is the place where moſt 
perſons have ſome relations or friends—where able 
Tutors in every branch of literature and ſcience can be 
moſt eaſily procured—where ſupplies for Congregations 
are moſt frequently wanted—where Students will have 
opportunities of forming important conneCtions, of 
heating a variety of Preachers, and of E acceſs 
to valuable libraries and where Divinity- ſtudents in 
particular may obtain the aſſiſtance of donations and 
funds, more ample and numerous than any that are to 
be found elſewhere. But above all, it is the ſituation 
where alone can be enjoyed the eſſential advantage of a 
ſuperintending Committee, aways preſent, for regulat- 
ing and governing an Academical Inſtitution. 

Under the influence of theſe and other conſiderations, 
the annexed Reſolutions have been unanimouſlly agreed 
to; and if they ſhould be approved and ſupported in | 
other parts of the kingdom with an ardour like that 
with which they have been adopted in London, w 

: WI 


181 
will anſwer the farther very deſirable purpoſe of cement · 
ing together a body of men at preſent too little known 
to one another, and too much unconnected. 
It is obvious, that the extent of our plan, compre- 
hending two great objects, expreſſed in the 4th and 5th 


e of encouragement which will be given to it. 
e, therefore, requeſt the favour of you to acquaint 
us, by a letter directed to our Chairman, or any friend 
in the Committee, how far our views meet with 
approbation and that of your friends. | | 

We ſhall thankfully receive any information or 
advice: and if favoured with your concurrence, ſhall 
continue to tranſmit to you an account of our pro- 
ceedings. | 3 

Should we be ſo happy as to find, that the liberal. 
minded in general among the great Body of Diſlenters, 
are difpoſed to unite their zeal and exertions to ou 
the undertaking, in its utmoſt extent, will be no leſs 
praQticable than important: and we ſhall reflect with 
pleaſure that, by ſuch concurrence, we are enabled 
more effectually to ſerve a cauſe, which we think in 


the higheſt degree friendly to truth and free enquiry, 


and conſequently to genuine chriſtianity and the he 

intereſts of mankind. | 

Me are, Sir, with great reſpet, #3 
Your moſt humble ſervants, 


* 


THoMaAs Rocks, Chairman, Newington- green, | 


MichAgLl Dopson, Boſwell-court, + 
2 ny — "FINK . 
Apam JELLicot, Highbury-place, Iſſi „ 
AnDREw KiPpis, CREE Weſtn inten, 
WiLLIaM NEWMAN, Snow-hill, 

| Ned Price, Newington- green, 

BRAHAM REEs, Old Jewry, 
THromas RickARDs, Hackney, 
SAMUEL SHORE, jun. Lincoln's Inn, 
Pali? SLATER, Poultry, | | 
LATTHEW. TowGoop, Hackney, - V e 
Benjamin VAUGHAN, Jeffries - Iquare, b 
3N WaxsEZV, Lothbury, 


den WORTHINGTON, Highbury-place, I. 


ington, 
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Reſolutions, muſt depend, in a great meaſute, on the 
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Lonpon, March 1otb, 1786. 


AT a numerous and reſpectable Meeting of the 


Friends of a New ACADEMICAL: INsTITUTION 
among Proteſtant Diſſenters, for the education of their 
Minifters' and Youth, Tomas Rocgrs, Eſq. was 


called to the Chair; and the proceedings of the laft 


General Meeting of January 13th having read and 


_ unanimouſly confirmed, the Chairman made the follow - 


ing Report from the Committee: viz. | 
GENTLEMEN, ton e ond 


IN purſuance of the Inſtructions of the laſt Gene- 
ral Meeting, your Committee have endeavoured to ac- 
compliſh the end of their appointment. For this pur- 
poſe, they have tranſmitted to the Truſtees of the War- 
rington and Exeter Academies copies of the Reſolu- 
Sons of the faid Meeting; and have circulated other 
copies through various parts of the kingdom, accom- 
panied with a letter repreſenting the importance of the 
intended Inſtitution. v9 "rl 
Tour Committee have made particular application 
to the Truſtees of the Warrington Academy fgr the 
uſe of the Library and Apparatus of that Inſtitution, 


and for Aſſiſtance out of its remaining funds, under 


ſuch reſtrictions as might be thought neceſſary: and 


they have received letters, in return, from ſeveral of 


the Truſtees, containing aſſurances of their diſpoſition 
to promote your Plan, and to favour che attainment of 
the object of your wiſhes. | 
Letters have alſo been received from ſome of our 
Friends who are Truſtees of the Exeter Academy, ex- 
preſſing their approbation of the Deſign. | 
Your Committee have the pleaſure of adding, that 
many reſpectable perſons,' in different parts of the 
Kingdom, have communicated their ſentiments to the 
ſame effect; and afforded us reaſon to hope for 
their zealous concurrence and fupport. 3 
Beſides theſe general expreſſions of approbation and 
encouragement, many Friends of the Inſtitution, both 
el in 


Li 4s. 


In town and country, have explicitly declared their in- 
teation of aiding it.by liberal contributions, as ſoon as 
a ſubſcription is opened for that purpoſe. | 
In addition to the extenſive correſpondence which 

has been carried en by your Committee, they have 
6 us 0g themſelves in preparing a number of Pro- 

poſitions relative to the eſtabliſhment and external te- 
gulation of the intended Academy, in order to ſubmit 
the ſame to your conſideration. Having proceeded thus 
far in the buſineſs, they have called you · together to lay 
before you a Report of what they have done, that you 
may determine upon ſuch meaſures as you ſhall now 

judge to be proper for the completion of the great Ob- 
ect in view. | 

When your Committee reflect on the zeal and libe- 
rality of the Friends to the preſent Plan; on the expect- 
ed permanence of the Inſtitution ; on the benefits likely 
to reſult from it to the intereſts of truth and religion, 
learning and liberty; and, eſpecially, on the effect it 
2 have on the knowledge and virtue, the reputation 
and happineſs of the riſing generation among Proteſtant 
Diſſenters; they come before you with peculiar ſatis- 
faction; not doubting that your proceedings on this 
occaſion will have an unanimity and a ſpirit, worthy of 
the important Deſign which you are met together to 
protect, to encourage, and to carry into full exe- 
cution. | | 

The Report having been read, the following Re- 

- Yolutions were prapeſed and UNANIMOUSLY agreed 
to, viz. | | 


J. Thar it is the opinion of this a that there 
is ſufficient encouragement to eſtabliſh' an Acade- 
mical Inſtitution for the education of our Mi- 
niſters and Youth, on liberal principles, and to 
Hope that it will be permanent: and, therefore, 

that the buſineſs of forming ſuch an Inſtitution be 
undertaken without farther delay, and vigorouſly 
purſued :—that the fituation of it be in the neigh- 
bourhood of London :—and that it be opened, if 
ſible, for the reception of Students, on or before 


the 2gth of September next. 
K IL Tuar 
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II. Tur a payment of forty guineas or upwards, 
in one ſum, ſhall conſtitute a Governor for life; 
and that the payment of two, three, four, or five 
guineas, or upwards, before the 24th of June 
next, as an annual ſubſcription, ſhall conſtitute 
an Annual Governor: but that, in order to give 
© * ſtability to the proceedings of General Meetings, 
and permanence to the Inſtitution, ſome farther 
regulations be adopted as to thoſe who ſhall. be- 
_ come Annual Subſcribers after the 24th of June, 
in either of the above claſſes. — That the annual 
_ -  fubſcriptions fhall bear date from the 24th of June, 
or the 25th of December, immediately preceding 
the time of ſubſcription; and that they be collect- 
ed for the enſuing year.—'That Governors ſhalt. 
have a right to vote at all General Meetings, and 
be eligible into the General Committee: except 
_  Fuch Annual Governors whole fubfcriptions are in 
arxears. | 
III. That a General Annual Meeting of the Governors 
of the Inſtitution be held on the third Wedneſday 
in January, to ele& officers, receive reports, and 
tranſact other buſineſs reſpecting the Inſtitution. - 


IV. THAT a GENERAL CoMMITTEE, conſiſting of 
60 Members, of whom a proportion ſhall be elect- 
ed from among the Governors in the country, be- 
choſen by the next General Meeting: and that 
this Committee have power to take ſuch meaſures 
as they ſhall think moſt proper for the eſtabliſhment 
and ſupport of the Inſtitution; to direct the ap- 
propriation of its funds and other property; and 
to contract and fulfil the engagements neceſſary 
for attaining the objects of it: and that they have 
power alſo, ſubje& to the controul of General 
Meetings, to form rules and orders for the internal 
management of the Inftitution ; particularly re- 
ſpecting the admiſſion, education, or excluſion of 

the Students; and the means proper to be uſed 

for promoting their religious temper and moral 
conduct. , 


V. THAT 


FV. 
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Tarar . vacancies ſhall be 8 in the Ge- 


neral Committee at each General Annual Meeting; 
being ſuch as ſhall have been occaſioned by death, 
reſignation, or failure of ſubſcription : or, if the- 
vacancies fo occaſioned ſhall not amount to fix, 
this number ſhall be completed by lot, confined to 


the members of the original Committee, while any 


VI. 


ſuch remain; and afterwards by rotation, and lot 
if neceſſary, | 

THAT all vacancies in the General Committee 
ſhall be filled up at the General Annual Meeting 
in January : and that the Members, whoſe places 
therein ſhall have been vacated, ſhall not be there- 
by incapacitated for re- election. 


VII. Thar four Governors be choſen by the General 


Meeting out of the General Committee as Truſtees; 
who ſhall ſign a proper declaration, or deed of 
truſt, ſo that all property, real or perſonal, veſted 
in them-for the benefit of the Inſtitution, together 
with the iſſues and profits thereof, may be laid out 
and transferred upon land, buildings, or other 
property, or upon real or government ſecurities, 
or applied for the immediate uſe and ſupport of the 
Inſtitution, as the General Committee Mal direct; 
ſuch perſons to be permanent Members of the 
Truſt, and of the General Committee, while they 
remain qualified as Governors; and all vacancies 


in the Truſt to be filled up by a General Meeting. 


VIII. THar three Governors be choſen by the Gene- 


IX. 


General Meeting. 


ral Meeting out of the General Committee, as a 
Committee of Treaſury, who ſhall receive and diſ- 
burſe the current caſh of the Inſtitution, and ſu- 
perintend the collection of ſubſcriptions, under 
the direction and controul of the General Com- 
mittee, 

THaT three Governors, not being Members of 
the General Committee, be appointed by each- 
General Annual Meeting, to audit the aecounts of 
the Inſtitution, and report thereon to the enſuing 
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= THrar, A Officer, under the denomination of a 


Clerk or Collector, be annually choſen by the 
General Committee, at ſuch falary as they ſhall a 
point; who ſhall enter the accounts of the Inſti- 


' _ tution in a book, circulate notices for the Ge- 


XI. 


neral Meetings and the Meetings of Committees, 
attend ſuch Meetings, keep minutes of all pro- 


ceedings, and collect the annual ſubſcriptions: 


and that ſuch Officer ſhall enter into a bond to the 
Truſtees, with one or more ſureties, in the penalty 
of 5001. or of any other ſum which the Com- 
mittee ſhall appoint, for the due payment into the 
hands of the Treafurers of all monies, which he 
ſhall collect or receive for the uſe of the Inſtitu- 
tion. | 


Trar the General Committee ſhall meet at fix 
o'clock in the afternoon, on the firſt Tueſday after 
each Quarter-day, or oftener, if neceffary, four of 
their number having power to ſummon any extra- 
ordinary Meeting; and thirteen having, on all oc- 


caſions, power to act: that they keep regular mi- 


nutes of their proceedings, to be reported to. the 
enſuing General Meeting : and that they have 
power at any time to ſummon a General Meeting, 
on giving ten days notice of the time and place, 
and of the purpoſe for which it is ſummoned. 


XII. Tur the General Committee do appoint from 


among themſelves, at every Quarterly Meeting, a 
SUPERINTENDING COMMITTEE, confiſting of ſe 
ven Members, to meet once a month, or oftener ; 
three of them having power to act; for the purpoſe 
of viſiting the Inſtitution ; of attending to the ex- 
ecution of the rules and orders for the manage- 


ment of it; of 1 into the conduct and im- 


provement of the Students, and of maintaining 
the authority of the Tutors, and enforcing proper 
diſcipline ; particularly by ſuſpenſion, during plea- 
ſure, of any Student, if it ſhould be found ne- 


| cefſary, And that the Superintending Committee 


have power to ſummon a Meeting of the General 


1 1 
Committee, and that any one of the Tutors ſhall have 
power to aſſemble the Superintending Committee. 


XIII. Tuar Gentlemen of ability and character be 
engaged as ſoon as poſſible as Tutors ; due regard 
being had in the appointment of ſuch to the funds 

and the objects of the Inſtitution. 


XIV. The Chairman having reported, that he has 
reaſon to hope, that the eve Dr. Price, Dr. 
Kippis, Dr. Rees, and Mr. Worthington, may 

be prevailed upon to take a part in the conduct of 
this Inſtitution as Tutors : Reſolved, that applica- 
tion be made to theſe Gentlemen for this purpoſe ; 
and that an addition be made of ſuch Tutor, or 
Tutors, as ſhall ſeem neceſſary for attaining the 
ends of the Inſtitution, V 1 


XV. Tur all vacancies among the Tutors of the In- 
ſtitution be filled up by the General Committee. 


XVI. Trar the Students ſhall lodge and board in a 
houſe to be provided at the expence of the Inſti- 
tutian for that purpoſe: and that one or more of 

the Tutors be reſident: one of whom ſhall have 
the government of the family. | 

XVII. Tur no Divinity-ſtudents be admitted under 

the age of 16 years; nor any adage under the 

of 15 years nor above the age of 18 years that 

4 = Studen be admitted without lu Been teſtimoni- 

als—and that the rules and orders formed for the 
internal government of the Inſtitution be read, in 
the preſence of at leaſt three Members of the Su- 
perintending Committee, to each Student at his 
admiſſion, who ſhall declare his reſolution of con- 
forming to them. | 


XVIII. Thar there be an annual examination of the 
Students on the Tueſday after the firſt Sunday in 
October, in the preſence of ſuch Members of the 
General Committee as ſhall chuſe to attend, and 
fuch friends as may be invited: and that one day 
in the month, during the ſeſſion, be ſet apart for 
the delivery of compoſitions of different kinds by 

* | - rc 
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the Students, before-the Tutors, and any Mem- 


bers of the Committee, or any of their friends, 
who may attend. 


'KIX, Tust the Students ſhall be required to aſſemble 


on or before the third Monday in September; and 


that the ſeſſion begin on the Monday, next after the 


29th of September, and cloſe on the 1ſt of July. 


— NAN 'THAT on the laſt Wedneſday in April an Annual 


| 


Sermon ſhall be preached before the friends of the 
Inſtitution, by a Miniſter appointed by the Ge- 
neral Committee, on ſome ſubject relating to reli- 
gious liberty, the rights of private judgment, or 


ther fundamental principles of the Inſtitution ; 
- and that previous notice be given of the ſame. 


XXI. Tnar on the ſame day, the Supporters and 


Friends of the Inſtitution be invited to dine to- 
ther, at a place to be appointed by the General 
ommittee. 


XXII. Tnar it be requeſted, that all 6 of 


money, books, philoſophical inſtruments, or other 
property intended for the uſes of the Inſtitution, be 
bequeathed (for the preſent) Ing to the fol- 


loving form: viz. 


I gie and begueath the ſum of pounds [or 
ether property, according to the caſe j to Thamas Ragers, 
Eſq. of Newington Green, in the county * Middleſex, 
zo be by him applied to the uſe of the Academical In- 


Aitution among Proteſtant Di av nters, founded in the 


year 1786, in the neighbuurhood ondon, for the 


Education of Minifers and V «og 


XXIII. THAT as a permanent fund is of great im- 


portance to the proſperity and continued fubſiſt- 


ence of this Inſtitution, it be moſt earneſtly re- 


commended to the Czeneral Committee to form a 
plan for the eſtabliſhment of ſuch a fund as ſoon 
as poſſible. 


XXIV. E * no.laws paſſed. by a General Meeting 


ſhall be repealed, or altered, unleſs two thirds of 
two ſucceeding. General Meetings reſpectively con- 
cur in the determination: the interval between 
ſuch meetings not being leſs than a month. 4 
S 
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The following Reſolutions were then propoſed and 


Carried UNANIMOUSLY, via. 


Tnar the thanks of this Meeting be given to the Com- 


mittee for their paſt ſervices-=that the preſent Com- 
mittee, conſiſting of the following 15 gentlemen, 
viz. Thomas, Rogers, Eſq. Andrew Kippis, D.D. 
Richard Price, D. D. Abraham Rees, D. D. Rev. 


Hugh Worthington, Michael Dodſon, Samuel 


Heywood, Adam Jellicoe, William Newman, 


Thomas Rickards, Samuel Shore, jun. Philip 


Slater, Matthew Towgood, Benjamin Vaughan, 
and John Wanſey, Eſqrs. be continued. And 
that the following fourteen Gentlemen be added 


to it, viz. Nath. Barnardiſton, Henry Beaufoy, 


Tn 


M. P. Richard Cooke, Edward Grubb, Chriſtian 
Heinekin, Thomas Brand Hollis, George Jeffery, 
Edward Jeffries, John Ingram, Thomas Lees, 
Brough Maltby, William Smith, M. P. Geor 
Webſter, and John Yerbury, Eſꝗgr rs. 


Ar the Committee be inſtructed to renew their en- 


deavours for obtaining the uſe of the Library and 
Apparatus belonging to the late Warrington Aca- 
demy, and any other affiſtance, which the Truſtees 
and Subſcribers to that Inſtitution may think 
proper to grant :—and that the Committee be far- 
ther directed immediately to open a ſubſcription in 
London, and to circulate: propoſals: for the ſame 
through different parts of the kingdom—and to 
take any other meaſures, ſubject to the approbation 


of the next General Meeting, for eſtabliſhing and 


perfecting the propoſed Inſtitution: and that ſuch 
General Meeting be convened as ſoon as it ſhall be 
found expedient. 


Tur the thanks of this Meeting be given to the 


Chairman for the judgment, impartiality, and zeal, 
with which he has conducted the buſineſs of it. 


(Signed) THOMAS . ROGERS, Chairman. 


N.B. Subſcriptions for this Inſtitution will be received 
by the Chairman, or any other Gentleman of the 
ommittee, 
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AVING on a former occaſion communicated to 
you a propoſal for eſtabliſhing an Academical In- 
ſtitution in the vicinity of London, for the Education 
of Miniſters and Youth among Proteſtant Diſſenters, 
and requeſted the favonr of your concurrence z we have 
now the pleaſure to inform you that this bufugts is ac- 
tually undertaken, The incloſed Reſolutions of a re- 
ſpectable Meeting, held on the foth of March, contain 
the outlines of the Plan upon which the Inſtitution is to 
be formed and conducted : they will enable you to judge 
of our proceedings: and we hope they will meet with 
your approbation. - | 

Our Views are directed to an Object, which is not 
only important in itſelf, but which, we truſt, will be 
extenſive in its utility, and permanent in its duration. 
Apprized of the difficulties attending the accompliſh- 
ment of the Deſign, we endeayour to avail ourſelves of 
the Judgment and Experience of its Friends in every 
part of the kingdom; and we have no doubt of obtain- 
ing their aſſiſtance in ſuch a manner, as to render our 
lone adequate to the magnitude and extent of the 
Object. A Subſcription has been already opened, in pur- 
ſuance of the ſecond Reſolution ; and the generoſity of 
thoſe who have had an opportunity of contributing, en- 
courages us to proceed with alacrity and vigour, But 
being deſirous of tranſmitting the Reſolutions of the 
General Meeting to our Friends without loſs of time, 
and apprehending that it would be agreeable to you to 
know what we have done in the courſe of a few days, 
fince the commencement of the Subſcription, we incloſe 
the Lift of preſent Subſcribers: which we expect will 
be conſiderably enlarged by the names of perſons in 
London, to whom we have not yet had leiſure to 


apply. 


After the moſt mature deliberation, we have deter- 


mined to eſtabliſh the propoſed Inſtitution in the neigh- 
bourhood of London; but at ſuch a diſtance from it as 
, may 
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way beſt tend ta unite the benefits of the Country with 
thoſe of the Capital : and this ſituation, we have reaſon 
to believe, is, all circumſtances confidered, the moſt 
favourable for our purpoſe, Whilſt we are fully con- 
vinced of the advantages that recommend it, we are 
not unapprized of the objections to which it is liable; 
but moſt of. theſe objections are common to it with other 
ſituations, and all of them, we apprehend, will be ef- 
ſectually obviated by the ſyſtem of internal regulation 
and diſcipline which we propole to adopt, and for the 
conduct. of which a Committee will be appointed, 
who, in aid of the reſident Tutor, or "Tutors, and by a 
ſupport of their authority, without intruding on their 
Bree will make it the object of diligent attention. 

nder ſuch a ſyſtem of diſcipline, comprehending 
without diſcrimination Students for the Mmiſtry and 

ay-Students, we have no doubt that their union, ſo 
ar from being detrimental, will be beneficial to thoſe 
of both deſcriptions. The Education proper for the 
former will, in moſt of its parts, and in a variety of 
reſpects, be highly advantageous to the latter. It will 
give them ſuch an enlarged acquaintance with the 

rinciples of Religion and Liberty, and cheriſh in 
their minds ſuch a lively ſenſe of the importance of 
theſe Principles, as will conduce to prevent that in- 
difference to them which is equally reproachful and 
Injurious, and to guard them, at a period of danger, 
from the ſnares of ſcepticiſm and infidelity. e, 
therefore, indulge the hope, that the Inſtitution we 
have in view, by anſwering theſe important and-uſeful 
purpoſes, will contribute towards ſupplying the Com- 
munity with 5 and well-principled Citizens, 
as well as our ſeveral Congregations with able and 
faithful Miniſters. - Not to add, that the attachments 
of Youth will be productive, in advancing years, of 
mutual benefit both to Miniſters and to Lay-Gentle- 
men, E 
With reſpect to our choice of tutors, we think it ne- 
ceſſary to inform you, that by directing our attention 
to the Gentlemen whoſe names occur in the 14th Re- 


ſolution, we do not mean 2 confine our views to Logs 
| 0 
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doh Miniſters. On the contrary, it is our earneſt de- 
fire, and, we are happy to add, our reaſonable expec- 
tation, that our funds may ſoon become ſufficiently 
ample, to admit of granting ſuch Appointments to 
Profeſſors, as ſhall induce the ableſt and beſt Men, 
wherever they may reſide, to relinquiſh their other emo- 
luments, and to devote themſelves, as far as ſhall be 
thought requiſite, to the ſervice of the Inſtitution, 

As this Inſtitution is deſigned to comprehend the 
Great Body of Diſſenters, with which we are con- 
netted, through the kingdom, and any others whoſe 
views may caincide with-ours, and as the benefits of it 
are likely to be generally diffuſed, we are induced to 
apply to you, and to our other friends, for patronage 
and aſſiſtance. Our Plan admits of various Subſcrip- 
tions; and we ſhall thankfully receive any Donation, 
or annual Contributions, which thoſe, who are con- 
vinced of the importance and utility of our Deſign, may 
be diſpoſed to remit to us. 

We beg leave to add, that we are taking every prudent 
and practicable meaſure for ſecuring permanence to the 
Inſtitution, and for preventing its being hereafter con- 
ducted on principles, different from thoſe of its Founders, 
The Regulations ſuggelted in the ſecond Reſolution, 
with regard to thoſe who become Subſcribers after the 
24th of June next, will be formed with this view ; ſo that 
the Contributions of the preſent Friends of the Inſtitu- 
tion may not be alienated or miſapplied in any future 
period: and we ſhall appropriate, as ſoon as poſſible, a 
pou of our income towards eftabliſhing a durable 

"und. 1 fs 

In this Undertaking our zeal is quickened by reflect- 
ing on the general ſtate of Education in this kingdom, 
on the want of due attention to this important object, 
which has too much prevailed in that Body of Diſ- 
ſenters, to which we belong, and on the tendency of 
a liberal Plan of Education to promote the ſpread of 
Truth, and the improvement and happineſs 'of Man- 
kind. We, therefore, truſt, that no difference of opi- 


nion will ariſe, which may weaken our Strength by 


dividing it; but that we ſhall by united endeavours ac- 
— a ſervice, that will be ſubſtantial and ef- 
fectual. 

We 


3 
We rejoice in the proſpect of ſucceſs: and hope, 
that the — and Promoters of this Inſtitution will 
derive from it an increaſing recompence of their libera- 
lity and zeal; and that future generations will have 
cauſe to review their exertions with gratitude and 
pleaſure, 


We are, Sir, with great reſpect, 
Your moſt humble Servants, 


THOMAS ROGERS, CHarrman, Newinocton-Grern? 
NATHANIEL BARNARDISTON, FExcavacu-Bvilp« 


1NGS, 

-RENRY BEAUFOY, Gzrtear Geornce-STrEET, 

RICHARD COOKE, Crvurcuzp-Friars, 

MICHAEL DODSON, BosweLL-Cover, 

EDWARD GRUBB, Fisxmoncers-Hati, Traues+ 
STREET, | 4 

CHRISTIAN HEINEKIN, Prex nau, 

SAMUEL HEY WOOD, H-:«yvur-grretr, 

THOMAS BRAND HOLLIS, CrEsSTER#IELD-STREET, 
Max Fair, | 

GEORGE JEFFERY, TrxrxocMoRTON-STREED, 

EDWARD JEFFRIES, Sr. Tromas's Hos IT AL, SouTH- 
WARK, ; 

ADAM JELLICOE, HicnBury-PLace, IsLincTON, 

JOHN INGRAM, BiLLiTer-SQUARE, 

ANDREW KIPPIS, Crown-STREET, WESTMINSTER, 

THOMAS LEES, NewinGToN, 

BROUGH MALTBY, Bazxct-YarD, 

WILLIAM NEWMAN, Snow-Hitr, 

RICHARD PRICE, NewincToxn-GrEen, 

ABRAHAM REES, Oro Jewzr, 

THOMAS RICKARDS, Hackney, 

SAMUEL SHORE, Jun. LIN corx's Inn, 

PHILIP SLATER, PovuLTxyr, 

WILLIAM SMITH, CLayraan, 

MATTHEW TOWGOOD, Hackney, 

BENJAMIN VAUGHAN, Jerrxizs-SqQuaARre, 

JOHN WANSEY, LoTtrBury, 

GEORGE WEBSTER, BvuckrtersBury, 

HUGH WORTHINGTON, Hicanury-PLaoe, IsLixG- 
TON, | 


JOHN YERBURY, GracecnunrcH-STREET, | 


[N. B. The preceding Sermon was publiſhed at the re- 
| queſt of the friends of the Inſtitution. ] 
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Publiſhed by the ſame Author. 


I. BIOGRAPHIA BRITANNICA, Volumes the 
Firſt, Second, and Third, The Second Edition, 
with Corrections, Enlargements, and the Addition 


of New Lives. Folio. 41. 148. 6d. 


IT. A Vindication of the Proteſtant Diſſenting Mini- 
ſters, with regard to their late Application to Par- 
liament. The Second Edition. Octavo. 28. 


III, Six Diſcourſes, delivered by Sir John Pringle, 
Bart. when Preſident of the Royal Society; on 
Occaſion of Six Annual Affignments of Sir Godfrey 
Copley's Medal. To which is prefixed, the Life of 
the Author. Octavo. 68. bound. 


IV. Conſiderations on the Proviſional Treaty with 
America, and the Preliminary Articles of Peace with 
France and Spain. The Second Edition. Octavo. 

2 8. 6d. L 


V. Obſervations on the late Conteſts in the Royal 
Society. Octavo. 25s. 6d. 
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